
AP Language and Composition Syllabus

Course Objectives:

This course is developed to prepare students for the rigorous demands of a college-level course and life after

high school and/or college. The course will assist students “in becoming curious, critical, and responsive

readers of diverse texts, and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for

diverse purposes” (College Board, AP English Language and Composition Course Description, 2014, p. 11).

Students are expected to write effectively for different audiences and purposes; to expand vocabulary; to

analyze a variety of texts for themes, purposes, and rhetorical features; and to use the conventions of standard

English grammar and usage in writing and speaking.

Students will be able to do the following:

1. Build vocabulary

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage (including but not

limited to sentence structure and punctuation)

3. Develop and organize thoughts in a coherent and effective style

4. Learn to plan, organize, revise and edit when writing

5. Learn MLA format or additional citations to avoid plagiarism

6. Analyze readings for theme, purpose, tone and rhetorical devices

7. Gather and integrate valid information from a variety of texts to support claims or findings

8. Identify appeals: pathos, logos, ethos

9. Identify and develop organizational structure (compare-contrast, cause-effect, theme- illustration, and

proposition-support)

10. Examine the validity of an author’s claims, counterclaims, and premises

11. Participate effectively in a range of collaborative assignments

12. Participate effectively in class discussions

Course Organization:
The course is designed by theme or common topics.

Class Description/Expectations:
This class focuses primarily on nonfiction works (essays, political documents, personal narratives, opinion

pieces, economic studies).  This class encourages development of differing viewpoints as long as they are

supported by textual evidence and discussions are productive to the lesson’s design. Please remember to be

respectful of your peers whose opinions may differ from yours.

Over the course of the semester, you will be expected to write effectively for different audiences and purposes;

expand vocabulary; analyze a variety of texts for purpose(s) and rhetorical features; develop arguments, and

use the conventions of standard English grammar and usage in writing and speaking.



We will be utilizing CANVAS, Google Docs, and AP Classroom.

AP EXAM:
Students may receive college credit for “passing” the AP exam. Most colleges award Comp I and/or Comp II

credit if students achieve a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP English Language and Composition exam. Scores differ for

colleges and universities. Students will need to investigate and verify if the college or university of their choice

accepts AP scores and what credit they may receive based on their individualized score(s).  AP exams are

traditionally scheduled in May. There is a fee to take this exam.

ATTENDANCE:
Students are expected to attend class daily.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Assignments will be posted regularly/daily. Most assignments will be posted on CANVAS. At different times

during the course of the year, some assignments (especially AP designed exams) will be assigned using AP

Classroom.

Grading System:
Homework, class-preparedness, writings assignments and activities 50%
Quizzes/Tests/Essays 40%
Mid-term/Final 10%


